Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 


Wednesday 


T: 582-7800 
www.arubatoday.com 
facebook.com/arubatoday 
instagram.com/arubatoday 


August 17, 2022 


Minister of Justice 
announces Afl. 600,000 
project for homeless 
addicts 


Biden signs massive climate and health 
care legislation 


President Joe Biden reacts as House Majority Whip Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., speaks before Bi- 
den signs the Democrats' landmark climate change and health care bill in the State Dining Room 
of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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Biden signs massive climate and health care legislation 


By ZEKE MILLER and SEUNG 
MIN KIM 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden signed 
Democrats' landmark cli- 
mate change and health 
care bill into law on Tues- 
day, delivering what he 
has called the "final piece" 
of his pared-down domes- 
tic agenda, as he aims to 
boost his party's standing 
with voters less than three 
months before the midterm 
elections. 
The legislation includes the 
most substantial federal in- 
vestment in history to fight 
climate change — some 
$375 billion over the de- 
cade — and would cap 
prescription drug costs at 
$2,000 out-of-pocket an- 
nually for Medicare recipi- 
ents. It also would help an 
estimated 13 million Ameri- 
cans pay for health care in- 
surance by extending sub- 
sidies provided during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The measure is paid for by 
new taxes on large com- 
panies and stepped-up IRS 
enforcement of wealthy in- 
dividuals and entities, with 
additional funds going to 
reduce the federal deficit. 
In a triumphant signing 
event at the White House, 
Biden pointed to the law 
as proof that democracy 
— no matter how long or 
messy the process — can 
still deliver for voters in 
America as he road-tested 
a line he will likely repeat 
later this fall ahead of the 
midterms: "The American 
people won, and the spe- 
cial interests lost." 
"In this historic moment, 
Democrats sided with the 
American 
people, 
and 
every 
single 
Republican 
in the Congress sided with 
the special interests in this 
vote," Biden said, repeat- 
edly seizing on the contrast 
between his party and the 
GOP. "Every single one." 
The House on Friday ap- 
proved the measure on a 
party-line 220-207 vote. It 
passed the Senate days 
earlier with Vice President 
Kamala Harris breaking a 
50-50 tie in that chamber. 
"In normal times, getting 
these bills done would be 
a huge achievement," Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said dur- 


ing the White House cer- 
emony. "But to do it now, 
with only 50 Democratic 
votes in the Senate, over 
an intransigent Republican 
minority, is nothing short of 
amazing." 
Biden signed the bill into 
law during a small ceremo- 
ny in the State Dining Room 
of the White House, sand- 
wiched between his return 
from a six-day beachside 
vacation in South Carolina 
and his departure for his 
home in Wilmington, Dela- 
ware. He plans to hold a 
larger "celebration" for the 
legislation on Sept. 6 once 
lawmakers return to Wash- 
ington. 
The signing caps a spurt of 
legislative productivity for 
Biden and Congress, who 
in three months have ap- 
proved legislation on veter- 
ans' benefits, the semicon- 
ductor industry and gun 
checks for young buyers. 
The president and lawmak- 
ers have also responded to 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine 
and overwhelmingly sup- 
ported NATO membership 
for Sweden and Finland. 
With Biden's approval rat- 
ing 
lagging, 
Democrats 
are hoping that the string 
of successes will jump-start 
their chances of maintain- 
ing control in Washington 
in the November midterms. 
The 79-year-old president 
aims to restore his own 


standing with voters as he 
contemplates a reelection 
bid. 
The 
White 
House 
an- 
nounced Monday that it 
was going to deploy Biden 
and members of his Cabi- 
net on a "Building a Better 
America Tour" to promote 
the recent victories. One 
of Biden's trips will be to 
Ohio, where he'll view the 
groundbreaking of a semi- 
conductor plant that will 
benefit from the recent 
law to bolster production 
of such computer chips. He 
will also stop in Pennsylva- 
nia to promote his adminis- 
tration's plan for safer com- 
munities, a visit that had 
been planned the same 
day he tested positive for 
COVID-19 last month. 
Biden also plans to hold a 
Cabinet meeting to discuss 
how to implement the new 
climate and health care 
law. 
Republicans say the legis- 
lation's new business taxes 
will increase prices, worsen- 
ing the nation's bout with 
its highest inflation since 
1981. Though Democrats 
have labeled the measure 
the Inflation Reduction Act, 
nonpartisan analysts say it 
will have a barely percep- 
tible impact on prices. 
Senate Minority Whip John 
Thune, R-S.D., on Tuesday 
continued 
those 
same 
criticisms, although he ac- 


knowledged there would 
be "benefit" through exten- 
sions on tax credits for re- 
newable energy projects 
like solar and wind. 
"I think it's too much spend- 
ing, too much taxing, and 
in my view wrong priorities, 
and a super-charged, su- 
per-sized IRS that is going to 
be going after a lot of not 
just high-income taxpayers 
but a lot of mid-income tax- 
payers," said Thune, speak- 
ing at a Chamber of Com- 
merce event in Sioux Falls. 
The administration has dis- 
puted that anyone but high 
earners will face increased 
tax scrutiny, with Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen di- 
recting the tax agency to 
focus solely on businesses 
and people earning more 
than $400,000 per year for 
the new audits. 
The measure is a slimmed- 
down version of the more 
ambitious plan to super- 
charge environment and 
social programs that Biden 
and his party unveiled early 
last year. 
Biden's initial 10-year, $3.5 
trillion proposal also envi- 
sioned free prekindergar- 
ten, paid family and medi- 
cal leave, expanded Medi- 
care benefits and eased 
immigration 
restrictions. 
That crashed after centrist 
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W. 
Va., said it was too costly, 
using the leverage every 


Democrat has in the evenly 
divided Senate. 
During the signing event, 
Biden addressed Manchin, 
who struck the critical deal 
with Schumer on the pack- 
age last month, saying, 
"Joe, I never had a doubt" 
as the crowd chuckled. 
Later, outside the White 
House, Manchin said he 
has always maintained a 
"friendly relationship" with 
Biden and it has "never 
been personal" between 
the two, despite Manchin 
breaking off his negotia- 
tions with the White House 
last year. 
"He's a little bit more vin- 
tage than I am, but not 
much," Manchin said of 
Biden. 
Though the law is consid- 
erably smaller than their 
initial ambitions, Biden and 
Democrats are hailing the 
legislation as a once-in-a- 
generation investment in 
addressing the long-term 
effects of climate change, 
as well as drought in the 
nation's West. 
The bill will direct spend- 
ing, tax credits and loans 
to bolster technology like 
solar panels, consumer ef- 
forts to improve home en- 
ergy efficiency, emission- 
reducing 
equipment 
for 
coal- 
and 
gas-powered 
power plants, and air pollu- 
tion controls for farms, ports 
and low-income commu- 
nities. Another $64 billion 
would help 13 million peo- 
ple pay premiums over the 
next three years for private- 
ly bought health insurance 
under the Affordable Care 
Act. Medicare would gain 
the power to negotiate its 
costs for pharmaceuticals, 
initially in 2026 for only 10 
drugs. Medicare beneficia- 
ries' out-of-pocket prescrip- 
tion costs would be limited 
to $2,000 annually starting 
in 2025, and beginning next 
year would pay no more 
than $35 monthly for insulin, 
the costly diabetes drug. 
Rep. Jim Clyburn, D-S.C., 
a powerful political ally to 
Biden, noted during the 
White 
House 
ceremony 
that his late wife, Emily, who 
battled diabetes for three 
decades, would be "be- 
yond joy" if she were alive 
today because of the insu- 
lin cap.q 


President Joe Biden signs the Democrats' landmark climate change and health care bill in the 
State Dining Room of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2022, as from left, Sen. 
Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of N.Y., House Majority Whip Rep. 
James Clyburn, D-S.C., Rep. Frank Pallone, D-N.J., and Rep. Kathy Castor, D-Fla., watch. 
Associated Press 


By FARNOUSH AMIRI 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Homeland Security Depart- 
ment's inspector general 
has refused congressional 
requests 
for 
documents 
and staff testimony about 
the erasure of Secret Ser- 
vice communication re- 
lated to the Jan. 6, 2021 
attack on the Capitol, an- 
gering top Democrats who 
accuse him of unlawfully 
obstructing their investiga- 
tion. 
In an Aug. 8 letter disclosed 
Tuesday, Inspector Gen- 
eral Joseph Cuffari told the 
leaders of the House Over- 
sight and Homeland Se- 
curity committees that his 
office will not comply with 
their requests for internal 
documents and sit-down 
interviews due to the ongo- 
ing criminal investigation 
into deleted Secret Service 
text messages. 
In response, House Over- 
sight Chair Carolyn Malo- 
ney and Homeland Secu- 
rity Chair Bennie Thompson 
sent a letter Tuesday de- 
manding Cuffari turn over 
documents and make his 
staff available to lawmak- 
ers or risk facing a potential 
congressional subpoena 
"Your obstruction of the 
Committees' investigations 
is unacceptable, and your 
justifications for this non- 
compliance appear to re- 
flect a fundamental misun- 
derstanding of Congress's 
authority and your duties as 
an Inspector General," Ma- 
loney and Thompson wrote 
in the letter. 
"If you continue to refuse to 
comply with our requests, 
we will have no choice but 
to consider alternate mea- 
sures to ensure your compli- 
ance," they wrote. 
It's just the latest back-and- 
forth over the text mes- 
sages since mid-July, when 
Cuffari sent a letter to Con- 
gress disclosing that Secret 
Service text messages sent 
and received around Jan. 
6, 2021, were deleted de- 
spite requests from Con- 
gress and federal investiga- 
tors that they be preserved. 
Since then, the two House 
committees say they have 
obtained evidence that 
shows the inspector gen- 
eral's office first learned of 
the missing Secret Service 


text messages as part of 
its investigation into the at- 
tack on the U.S. Capitol, in 
May 2021. They say emails 
between top Homeland 
Security IG officials show 
the agency — which over- 
sees the Secret Service 
— decided to abandon 
efforts to recover those 
text messages in July 2021, 
nearly a year before they 
first informed Congress they 
were erased. 
Lawmakers want answers 
to why watchdog officials 
chose "not to pursue criti- 
cal information from the Se- 
cret Service at this point in 
this investigation," and only 
decided to renew their re- 
quest to to DHS for certain 
text messages more than 
four months later in De- 
cember 2021. 
The erasure of the messag- 
es has raised the prospect 
of lost evidence that could 
shed further light on then- 
President Donald Trump's 
actions during the insurrec- 
tion, particularly after tes- 
timony about his confron- 
tation with security as he 
tried to join supporters at 
the Capitol. There are now 
two congressional probes 
into the Secret Service and 
the DHS handling of those 
communications. 
The missing texts are also 
at the center of the House 
committee 
investigating 
the Jan. 6 attack, of which 
Thompson is the chairman. 
The 
Secret 
Service 
has 
since turned over a large 
number of records and 


documents to the commit- 
tee investigating the Capi- 
tol insurrection, but only 
one text message between 


agents on the day before 
the attack and as a mob of 
rioters breached the Capi- 
tol building on Jan. 6. 
The Secret Service has insist- 
ed that proper procedures 
were 
followed. 
Agency 
spokesman Anthony Gug- 
lielmi said last month that 
"the insinuation that the 
Secret Service maliciously 
deleted text messages fol- 
lowing a request is false." 
Maloney and Thompson 
told Cuffari that his "failure 
to comply with our out- 
standing requests lacks any 
legal justification and is un- 
acceptable." 
They gave his office until 
Aug. 23 to provide "all re- 
sponsive documents" and 
make personnel available 
for interviews before law- 
makers issue a congressio- 
nal subpoena.q 
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DHS watchdog rebuffs lawmakers on Secret Service testimony 


Members of the U.S. Secret Service Counter Assault Team walk through the Rotunda as they 
and other federal police forces responded as violent protesters loyal to President Donald Trump 
stormed the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. West hit with water cuts but rebuffs call for deeper ones 


The Colorado River flows through the Grand Canyon on the Hualapai reservation Monday, Aug. 
15, 2022, in northwestern Arizona. 
Associated Press 


By SAM METZ, SUMAN NAI- 
SHADHAM and KATHLEEN 
RONAYNE 
Associated Press 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — For 
the second year in a row, 
Arizona and Nevada will 
face cuts in the amount 
of water they can draw 
from the Colorado River 
as the West endures more 
drought, federal officials 
announced Tuesday. 
The cuts planned for next 
year will force states to 
make 
critical 
decisions 
about where to reduce 
consumption and whether 
to prioritize growing cities or 
agricultural areas. Mexico 
will also face cuts. 
But those reductions rep- 
resent just a fraction of the 
potential pain to come for 
the 40 million Americans 
in seven states that rely 
on the river. Because the 
states failed to respond to 
a federal ultimatum to fig- 
ure out how to cut their wa- 
ter use by at least 15%, they 
could face even deeper 
cuts that the government 
has said are needed to 
prevent reservoirs from fall- 
ing so low they cannot be 
pumped. 
"The states collectively have 
not identified and adopted 
specific actions of sufficient 
magnitude that would sta- 
bilize the system," Bureau of 
Reclamation Commissioner 
Camille Touton said. 
Together, the missed dead- 
line and cuts place officials 
responsible for providing 
water to growing cities and 
farms under renewed pres- 


sure to plan for a hotter, 
drier future and a growing 
population. 
Touton has said the addi- 
tional 15% reduction is nec- 
essary to ensure that water 
deliveries and hydroelec- 
tric power are not disrupt- 
ed. She was noncommittal 
on Tuesday about whether 
she planned to impose 
those cuts unilaterally if the 
states cannot reach agree- 
ment. 
She emphasized partner- 
ship between federal offi- 
cials and their counterparts 
in the seven states and 
Mexico, 
but 
repeatedly 
declined to say how much 
time the states will have to 
reach the deal she request- 
ed in June. 


For years, cities and farms 
have diverted more water 
from the river than flows 
through it, depleting its 
reservoirs and raising ques- 
tions about how it will be 
divided as water becomes 
more scarce. 
After more than two de- 
cades of drought, Arizona, 
Nevada and Mexico were 
hit with mandatory cuts for 
the first time last year. Some 
of the region's farmers have 
been paid to leave their 
fields fallow, while residents 
of its growing cities have 
been subjected to conser- 
vation measures such as re- 
strictions on grass lawns. 
But those efforts thus far 
haven't been enough. The 
water level at Lake Mead, 


the nation's largest man- 
made reservoir, has plum- 
meted so low that it's cur- 
rently less than a quarter full 
and inching dangerously 
close to a point where not 
enough water would flow 
to produce hydropowever 
at the Hoover Dam on the 
Nevada-Arizona border. 
For officials in Arizona, Cali- 
fornia, Colorado, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming, the cuts and 
the demand for additional 
reductions 
present 
new 
challenges and unpopu- 
lar choices. Officials have 
been reluctant to propose 
more draconian water ra- 
tioning measures or limits 
on development. 
After putting last year's bur- 


den on the agricultural in- 
dustry, Arizona officials will 
have to decide whether 
to spread this year's cut to 
growing cities that rely on 
the Colorado River, includ- 
ing Scottsdale and Peoria. 
The two cities get more 
than half of their water 
from the Colorado. 
The cuts are not expected 
to have a tangible effect 
on Nevada, which has al- 
ready implemented the re- 
gion's most aggressive con- 
servation policies, including 
grass bans and rebate pro- 
grams. 
Scorching 
temperatures 
and less melting snow in 
the spring have reduced 
the amount of water flow- 
ing from the Rocky Moun- 
tains, where the river origi- 
nates before it snakes 1,450 
miles 
(2,334 
kilometers) 
southwest and into the Gulf 
of California. 
Already, 
extraordinary 
steps have been taken this 
year to keep water in Lake 
Powell, the other large Col- 
orado River reservoir, which 
sits upstream of Lake Mead 
and straddles the Arizona- 
Utah border. Water from 
the lake runs through Glen 
Canyon Dam, which pro- 
duces enough electricity 
to power between 1 million 
and 1.5 million homes each 
year. After water levels at 
Lake Powell reached lev- 
els low enough to threaten 
hydropower 
production, 
federal officials said they 
would hold back some wa- 
ter to ensure the dam could 
still produce energy.q 


A U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officer looks 
on during an operation in Escondido, Calif., July 8, 2019. 
Associated Press 


By KATHLEEN FOODY 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Data 
broker LexisNexis Risk Solu- 
tions allegedly violated Illi- 
nois law by collecting and 
combining extensive per- 
sonal information and sell- 
ing it to third parties includ- 
ing 
federal 
immigration 
authorities, according to a 
lawsuit filed Tuesday by im- 
migration advocates. 
The result is "a grave threat 
to civil liberties," the activists 
and two immigration advo- 
cacy groups argued. The 
lawsuit asks a Cook County 
judge to prevent the data 
broker from selling personal 
information without con- 


sent. 
The complaint also notes 
that 
LexisNexis' 
Accurint 
product, which is sold to 
law enforcement, incorpo- 
rates information that isn't 
publicly available, includ- 
ing correctional bookings, 
vehicle 
collision 
records 
and license plate reader 
databases. 
A representative for Geor- 
gia-based LexisNexis Risk 
Solutions did not immedi- 
ately reply to a request for 
comment shortly after the 
lawsuit was filed. 
Immigration 
advocates 
have called attention to 


a $22 million contract be- 
tween 
Immigration 
and 
Customs Enforcement and 
LexisNexis for that product, 
revealed in the results of 
a Freedom of Information 
Act request. They argue 
it poses a particular risk to 
activists and immigrants. 
Sejal Zota, legal director at 
Just Futures Law and an at- 
torney on the lawsuit, said 
the data broker makes it 
possible for ICE to "instantly 
access sensitive personal 
data — all without war- 
rants, subpoenas, any pri- 
vacy safeguards or any 
show of reasonableness."q 


Immigration advocates sue LexisNexis over personal data 
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— Bill Gates on Tuesday 
called for South Korea to 
become more involved in 
international efforts to pre- 


vent infectious diseases like 
COVID-19 as he stressed 
the need for the world to 
be better prepared for the 
next pandemic. 


Representing the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Gates signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding with 
South Korea’s foreign and 
health 
ministries 
pledg- 
ing further partnerships in 
projects aimed at improv- 
ing public health tools in 
the developing world and 
advancing vaccines and 
treatments for infectious 
diseases. 
Seoul also promised stron- 
ger support for key proj- 
ects backed by the Gates 
foundation, including the 
Global Fund, which fo- 
cuses on HIV, tuberculo- 
sis and malaria, and the 
non-profit groups CEPI and 
GAVI, which along with the 
World Health Organization 
co-lead the COVAX distri- 


bution program that distrib- 
utes COVID-19 vaccines to 
lower-income nations. 
Speaking to South Korean 
lawmakers in Seoul, Gates 
called for stronger interna- 
tional cooperation, includ- 
ing efforts to develop vac- 
cines that would be effec- 
tive for a broader range of 
coronaviruses, to navigate 
what he described as a 
“crisis moment” in global 
health. 
He noted South Korea’s 
strength in public health 
tools, research and vac- 
cine manufacturing and 
praised 
the 
country’s 
pledge to donate $200 mil- 
lion to COVAX. 
“There’s a lot we need to 
do together - we need to 
reach deep, we need to 


build more partnership, we 
need to encourage the 
scientists,” Gates said in his 
speech at the National As- 
sembly. “But I am confident 
that with these steps we 
can continue to radically 
improve global health, to 
cut the number of children 
dying in half again, to erad- 
icate diseases like polio, 
measles and malaria, and 
improve the lives of all hu- 
mans.” 
Gates later met South Kore- 
an President Yoon Suk Yeol, 
who 
described 
govern- 
ment plans to promote the 
country’s bio-health indus- 
try and expressed a willing- 
ness to further cooperate 
with the Gates foundation 
to “improve the health of 
global citizens.”q 


BEIJING (AP) — China im- 
posed visa bans and other 
sanctions Tuesday on Tai- 
wanese political figures as 
it raises pressure on the self- 
governing island and the 
U.S. in response to succes- 
sive congressional visits. 
The sanctions come a day 
after 
China 
announced 
more 
military 
exercises 
in the seas and skies sur- 
rounding Taiwan because 
of what it called “collusion 
and provocation between 
the 
U.S. 
and 
Taiwan.” 
There’s been no word on 
the timing and scale of the 
Chinese exercises. 
They were announced the 
same day a U.S. congres- 
sional delegation met with 
Taiwanese President Tsai 
Ing-wen, and after a similar 
visit by U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, the highest- 
level member of the U.S. 
government to visit Taiwan 
in 25 years. The Chinese 
government 
objects 
to 
Taiwan having any official 
contact with foreign gov- 
ernments because it con- 
siders Taiwan its own terri- 
tory, and its recent saber 
rattling has emphasized its 
threat to take the island by 
military force. 
Pelosi’s visit was followed 
by nearly two weeks of 
threatening Chinese mili- 
tary exercises that included 
the firing of missiles over the 
island and incursions by 
navy ships and warplanes 


across the midline of the 
Taiwan Strait that has long 
been a buffer between the 
sides. 
In Washington, U.S. State 
Department spokesperson 
Ned Price told reporters 
that China had overre- 
acted with its “provocative 
and 
totally 
unnecessary 
response to the congressio- 
nal delegation that visited 
Taiwan earlier this month.” 
The targets of China’s latest 
sanctions include Taiwan’s 
de facto ambassador to 
the U.S., Bi-khim Hsiao, and 
legislators Ker Chien-ming, 
Koo 
Li-hsiung, 
Tsai 
Chi- 


chang, Chen Jiau-hua and 
Wang Ting-yu, along with 
activist Lin Fei-fan. 
They will be barred from 
traveling to mainland Chi- 
na, Hong Kong and Ma- 
cao, and from having any 
financial or personal con- 
nections with people and 
entities on the mainland, 
according to the ruling 
Communist Party’s Taiwan 
Work Office. The measures 
were designed to “reso- 
lutely punish” those consid- 
ered “diehard elements” 
supporting Taiwan’s inde- 
pendence, China’s official 
Xinhua News Agency said. 


Premier Su Tseng-chang, 
leader of the legislature 
You Si-kun and Foreign 
Minister Joseph Wu were 
already on China’s sanc- 
tions list and will face more 
restrictions, Xinhua said. 
China exercises no legal 
authority over Taiwan and 
it’s unclear what effect the 
sanctions would have. Chi- 
na has refused all contact 
with Taiwan’s government 
since shortly after the 2016 
election of Tsai, who was 
overwhelmingly reelected 
in 2020. 
Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry 
tweeted its appreciation 


for the most recent con- 
gressional 
visit, 
adding 
that “Authoritarian #China 
can’t dictate how demo- 
cratic 
#Taiwan 
makes 
friends, wins support, stays 
resilient & shines like a bea- 
con of freedom.” 
Tsai’s 
pro-independence 
Democratic 
Progressive 
Party also controls the legis- 
lature, and the vast majori- 
ty of Taiwanese favor main- 
taining the status quo of de 
facto independence amid 
strong economic and so- 
cial connections between 
the sides. 
China accuses the U.S. of 
encouraging the island’s 
independence 
through 
the sale of weapons and 
engagement between U.S. 
politicians and the island’s 
government. 
Washington 
says it does not support in- 
dependence, has no for- 
mal diplomatic ties with the 
island and maintains that 
the two sides should settle 
their dispute peacefully — 
but it is legally bound to en- 
sure the island can defend 
itself against any attack. 
Taiwan has put its military 
on alert, but has taken no 
major 
countermeasures 
against the Chinese ac- 
tions. That has been reflect- 
ed in overriding calm and 
widespread ambivalence 
among the public, who 
have lived under threat of 
Chinese attack for more 
than seven decades.q 


In this photo released by the Taiwan Legislative Yuan, U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, right, 
and Legislative Yuan Deputy Speaker Tsai Chi-chang arrive for a meeting in Taipei, Taiwan, 
Wednesday, Aug. 3, 2022. 
Associated Press 


China sets sanctions on Taiwan figures to punish U.S., island 


South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, right, shakes hands with 
Bill Gates before a meeting at the presidential office in Seoul, 
South Korea, Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Gates eyes partnership with South Korea over global health 
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By PAUL BYRNE 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Ex- 
plosions and fires ripped 
through 
an 
ammunition 
depot in Russian-occupied 
Crimea on Tuesday in the 
second suspected Ukraini- 
an attack on the peninsula 
in just over a week, forcing 
the evacuation of more 
than 3,000 people. 
Russia blamed the blasts in 
the village of Mayskoye on 
an “act of sabotage,” with- 
out naming the perpetra- 
tors. 
Separately, 
the 
Russian 
business newspaper Kom- 
mersant quoted residents 
as saying plumes of black 
smoke also rose over an air 
base in Crimea’s Gvardeys- 
koye. 
Ukraine stopped short of 
publicly claiming responsi- 
bility for any of the blasts, 
including those that de- 
stroyed nine Russian planes 
at another Crimean air 
base last week. 
Russia seized the Crimean 
Peninsula in 2014 and has 
used it to launch attacks 
against 
Ukraine 
in 
the 
war that began nearly six 
months ago. 
If Ukrainian forces were be- 
hind the explosions, that 
would represent a signifi- 
cant escalation in the war. 
Such attacks could also 
indicate that Ukrainian op- 
eratives are able to pen- 
etrate deeply into Russian- 
occupied territory. 


In another reported act 
of sabotage, Russia’s Tass 
news agency quoted the 
FSB security agency as say- 
ing 
Ukrainian 
operatives 
blew up six high-voltage 
transmission towers earlier 
this month in Russia’s Kursk 
region, close to Ukraine. 
The Kremlin has demanded 
that Kyiv recognize Crimea 
as part of Russia as a condi- 
tion for ending the fighting, 
while Ukraine has vowed to 
drive Moscow’s forces from 
the peninsula on the Black 


Sea. 
Videos posted on social 
media showed thick col- 
umns of smoke rising over 
raging flames in Mayskoye, 
and a series of explosions 
could be heard. The Rus- 
sian Defense Ministry said 
a power plant, electrical 
lines, railroad tracks and 
apartment buildings were 
damaged. 
“We came out to take a 
look and saw clouds of 
smoke coming from the 
cowshed where the mili- 


tary warehouses are,” said 
resident Maksim Moldovs- 
kiy. “We stayed there until 
about 7-8 a.m. Everything 
was exploding flashes, 
fragments, debris falling on 
us. Then the emergency 
guys came and said they 
were evacuating every- 
body.” 
Crimea’s regional leader, 
Sergei Aksyonov, said two 
people were injured and 
more than 3,000 evacuat- 
ed from two villages. 
“The detonations are rather 


strong. 
Ammunition is strewn all 
over the ground,” he said, 
adding that several homes 
burned down. 
In what may have been re- 
taliation for the attacks in 
Crimea, Russian warplanes 
fired missiles at a military 
airfield in Zhytomyr, 87 miles 
(140 kilometers) west of 
Kyiv, damaging a runway 
and vehicles, Ukrainian of- 
ficials reported. 
Crimea is a popular sum- 
mer destination for Russian 
tourists, and last week’s ex- 
plosions at Crimea’s Saki 
air base sent sunbathers on 
beaches fleeing as flames 
and pillars of smoke rose 
over the horizon. 
Ukrainian officials warned 
Tuesday that Crimea would 
not be spared the ravages 
of war. 
Rather than a travel des- 
tination, 
“Crimea 
occu- 
pied by Russians is about 
warehouse explosions and 
a high risk of death for in- 
vaders and thieves,” Ukrai- 
nian presidential adviser 
Mykhailo Podolyak said on 
Twitter. 
Russia blamed last week’s 
explosions on an acciden- 
tal detonation of munitions, 
but satellite photos and 
other evidence — includ- 
ing the dispersed blast sites 
— pointed to a Ukrainian 
attack, perhaps with anti- 
ship missiles, military ana- 
lysts said.q 


LONDON (AP) — A law has 
taken effect in Scotland to 
ensure period products are 
available free of charge to 
anyone who needs them. 
The Scottish government 
said it became the first in 
the world to legally protect 


the right to access free pe- 
riod products when its Peri- 
od Products Act came into 
force Monday. 
Under the new law, schools, 
colleges and universities as 
well as local government 
bodies must make a range 


of period products such 
as tampons and sanitary 
pads available for free in 
their bathrooms. The Scot- 
tish government already 
invested millions of pounds 
since 2017 to fund free pe- 
riod products in education- 
al institutions, but the law 
makes it a legal require- 
ment. 
A mobile phone app also 
helps people find the near- 
est place such as the local 
library or community cen- 
ter where they can pick up 
period products. 
“Providing access to free 
period products is funda- 
mental to equality and 
dignity, and removes the 


financial barriers to access- 
ing them,” Scottish Social 
Justice 
Secretary 
Shona 
Robison said. 
“This is more important 
than ever at a time when 
people are making difficult 
choices due to the cost of 
living crisis and we never 
want anyone to be in a po- 
sition where they cannot 
access period products,” 
she added. 
The bill, which was passed 
unanimously in 2020, was 
introduced by Scottish Par- 
liament lawmaker Monica 
Lennon, who had cam- 
paigned against “period 
poverty” when someone 
who needs sanitary prod- 


ucts can’t afford them. 
“Proud of what we have 
achieved 
in 
Scotland,” 
Lennon tweeted Monday. 
“We are the first but won’t 
be the last.” 
The Scottish government 
said its move was world- 
leading, with countries in- 
cluding South Korea and 
New Zealand taking similar 
approaches. 
Last year New Zealand’s 
government 
said 
all 
schools in the country were 
to offer free period prod- 
ucts, as part of a drive to 
help students from poorer 
families who were missing 
school because of period 
poverty.q 


Former U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, centre, and former Colombia’s President Juan 
Manuel Santos, centre right, walk during their visit in Bucha near Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 
16, 2022. The former leader of the United Nations called on the world Tuesday to honour civilian 
victims killed during the Russian attack on Kyiv. 


Associated Press 


Explosions rock Crimea in suspected Ukrainian attack 


This file photo taken March 16, 2014 shows a general view of the 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Associated Press 


New Scottish law makes period 
products free for all 
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Aruba Alert: Sea urchins affected by a fatal disease 


OrAnjeStAd - In the past days, 
divers spotted many diseased or 
dying Long-spined sea urchins (di- 
adema antillarum) in many coast- 
al areas surrounding Aruba. 


This problem requires the help of 
the community. According to Mrs. 
Tatiana Becker, Marine Ecologist, 
and 
Environmental 
Researcher, 
the shared observation and photos 
undoubtedly indicate an unknown 
and fatal disease spreading in the 
Caribbean and is causing devas- 
tating high mortality of sea urchins. 
In July 2022, Mrs. Tatiana Becker 
conducted a sea urchin count, 
right before the discovery of the 
significant number of dead sea 
urchins. The count serves as the 


baseline to monitor the mortality 
rate and potential recovery of the 
infected sea urchins. 
The high mortality mainly affects 
the sea urchins, which are indica- 
tors of a healthy ecosystem for 
the corals. Due to the ecological 
importance of the sea urchins as 
herbivores (algae eaters) similar to 
parrotfish, the urchin’s health has 
implications for the tourism sector 
and fishermen who depend on the 
coastal ecosystem. 


Divers have observed many sea ur- 
chins who have lost their tissue and 
spines in at least 2 locations in Aru- 
ba; Tres Trapi and Mangel Halto. 


The pictures describe the situation 


encountered; 
Image 1 - Healthy sea urchins at- 
tached to the surface of the rocks 
(Tres Trapi). 
Image 2 - Loose individual sea ur- 
chins on the sand where they shed 
their long spines. 
Image 3 - Loose sea urchins with 
heavy loss of spines and tissue and 
with their skeleton exposed 
Image 4 - Fish and other marine 
species eat dead sea urchins 


Marine conservation activist and 
Divemaster Albi Valdéz, BSc re- 
ported his findings on the website 
of AGRRA, https://www.agrra.org/ 
sea-urchin-die-off/. 


While his observations are be- 


ing reviewed, the photos and ur- 
chin count indicate that the seas 
urchins in Aruba are not looking 
good. 


They have planned the next count 
to determine the mortality per- 
centage at Tres Trapi and the Man- 
gel Halto. 


It is essential for planning and pol- 
icy-making to preserve the sea ur- 
chins. 


The DNM urges all divers to report 
their observations and send pho- 
tographs of the sea urchins to the 
AGRRA. It will verify the presence 
of the disease and its spread in our 
surrounding waters.q 


Healthy sea urchins attached to the 
surface of the rocks (tres trapi). 


Loose individual sea urchins on the 
sand where they shed their long 
spines. 


Loose sea urchins with heavy loss 
of spines and tissue and with their 
skeleton exposed 


Fish and other marine species eat 
dead sea urchins 


Minister of energy, Glenbert Croes will meet with American 
government regarding possibility to purhcase HFO from Venezuela 


OrAnjeStAd – during his press conference yes- 
terday, during which he announced a reduc- 
tion in the price of water and electricity, the 
minister of energy mentioned that he will meet 
shortly with representatives of the government 
of the United States in the area of energy, but 
particularly the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
OFAC, to see the possibility for Aruba to receive 
a license to purchase heavy fuel oil from Ven- 
ezuela for two and a half years, until the eagle 
LnG project is ready to start supplying natural 
gas to water company WeB. 


According to a press release from minister of 
Energy, Labor and Integration, Glenbert Croes, 
the goal of this request is so that while there is 
so much uncertainty as to the price of crude 
oil because of diverse factors, it be possible 
for Aruba to purchase HFO from Venezuela at 
a preferential price, which in turn will be trans- 
mitted into a substantial reduced fee for water 
and electricity for the people of Aruba. 


According to the minister, there are islands in 
the Caribbean currently purchasing HFO of 
Venezuelan origin at a much more favorable 
price than what Aruba is paying right now. So 
Croes said he will make this petition in the in- 
terest of the people of Aruba, the economy of 
Aruba, and in the interest of lowering the price 
for water and electricity on the island, that the 


island be allowed to purchase HFO of Venezu- 
elan origin and this way it would be possible to 
lower the price of water and electricity. 


To conclude, minister Glenbert Croes expressed 


that he was hope that the efforts he is doing in 
this area will contribute to the totality, to help 
reach the moment in which it will be possible to 
reduce the cost of water and electricity for the 
entire Aruban community..q 
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Guests were in good hands 
for special collaboration 
dinner at Infini 
Chef Jason Howard joined chef 
Urvin Croes for a unique event 


ORANJESTAD – Last weekend, for three nights only, food 
lovers were treated to a unique four hands dinner at In- 
fini Aruba with chef Urvin Croes and guest chef Jason 
Howard. The menu exploded with the highest level of 
Caribbean cuisine with the perfect wine pairings from 
Arion Wine Company to create an unforgettable ex- 
perience. 


Chef Jason Howard, born in Barabados but currently 
based in London, was invited by Infini’s creator, chef 
Urvin Croes to join forces to present very lucking guests 
with a unique taste of Caribbean flavors. 
Howard flew to Aruba especially to take part in the 
four hands dinner. 
“We knew each other on social media, basically look- 
ing at one another’s food”, Howard commented. “To 
be honest it’s quite refreshing to find another chef that 
actually pushes the cuisine at the level that chef Urvin 
is. It was nice to see that there is someone else out who 
is pushing the Caribbean flavors.” 


The menu for the four hands dinner consisted of eight 
courses, expertly paired with wines presented that 
night by Kailo Vrolijk from Arion Wine Company. 
The dinner was presented with alternating dishes by 
each chef, starting with Amuses by chef Croes, which 
included Johnny Cake, Banana Bread, and Annato 
Tartlet, paired with a delicious Famiglia Pasqua Romeo 
& Juliet Prosecco Rosé. 
The dishes presented by chef Howard included fresh 


Snapper paired with El Enemigo Char- 
donnay. “I had it to be pan-seared, but 
the quality of Snapper on the island is so 
beautiful, I said no, we can’t really tar- 
nish that skin. So we basically steamed 
it in some lemon juice, we saved the fish 
broth and the bones, with some Scotch 
Bonnet oil that I brewed when I came 
in, and it was lightly torched. And with 
that we have some braised cabbage 
in Scotch bonnet”, he explained. The 
cabbage was a hit with the diners, with 
many wanting to know more about the 
technique used for the marinating and 
braising, which gave it a particularly de- 
licious flavor. 


The concept of Infini is that of a chef’s 
table, with seating around the serv- 
ing table in a cozy environment with a 
privileged view of the cooking. This ex- 
perience was precious even for chef 
Howard. “This is my dream, to be this 
intimate with the guests, to be speak- 
ing with the guests and have them see 
us finishing food, to prepare the food in 
front of them. So for me, this is a stan- 
dard that I would like to get to, but I re- 
ally was pushed to get to this standard 
of cuisine as well.” 


As for surprising Aruban flavors discov- 
ered by Howard on the island, he said: 
“To see how the island uses cornmeal, 
and different types of cornmeal. We 
use cornmeal in Barbados, our national 
dish called Cou-cou, but to see here 
how simply cornmeal is used, and how 
delicious it is, it gives me something to 
work on as well. It was also amazing to 
see Dutch culture blended in the island 
as well, and all of this is something that 
gave me a lot of inspiration.” And chef 
Urvin also found surprising elements 
through his exchange with Howard. 
“Basically how I do my sauces”, How- 
ard said. “My sauces are not anything 
that is taken from any cuisine anywhere 
else. There is a sauce I invented myself.” 
His sauce technique is based on Barba- 
dian cuisine, and this influence is also 
felt throughout his dishes in his unapolo- 
getic use of the Scotch Bonnet. “When 
[Croes] saw the sauce, it was something 
that he was very excited about. We’ve 
shared and bounced ideas off one an- 
other.” 


Four hands dinner also meant having 


two chefs in one kitchen, but it wasn’t 
a case of too many cooks spoiling the 
broth. “He’s very easy to work with”, 
Howard commented. “To be honest, if 
you were in the kitchen today with us, it 
wouldn’t feel like it was any chef, it felt 
like there was just comrades, just every- 
one has a say. People usually think that 
kitchens are manic, but today it was 
quiet, everyone sat down and we had 
dinner together, we talked, laughed.” 


The event was planned twice and had 
to be cancelled twice because of the 
pandemic, and both those times it had 
sold-out. But third time was the charm, 
and the dinner finally took place with 
eagerly awaiting fans. 
“People have been very encouraging 
on social media. Aruba is an island I nev- 
er would’ve imagined was so culinary- 
inclined. Every place I’ve eaten here, 
the food has been amazing.” Howard 
also had compliments for the level of 
service on Aruba. “I’ve had service all 
over the world, and I would say that Aru- 
ba has the service standard that a lot 
of other islands would actually long for.” 


From the sourdough bread baked local- 
ly by T2Pan, Chef Howard’s Amberjack 
to the beautifully plated Flower of chef 
Croes, guests enjoyed lamb, duck, and 
finished with a double-dose of dessert, 
with Croes’ black cake, a take on a tra- 
ditional Aruban favorite, and Howard’s 
plantain soufflé, with a mind-bending 
sweet potato coffee shot, a delightful 
experience to remember.q 
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Better transition for Aruba students moving to the Netherlands 


Oranjestad - The Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Arubahuis will tackle 
the housing issue for students going 
to the Netherlands next year. 


There is currently a long waiting 
time for student housing in the 
Netherlands. Lack of housing is a 
problem for foreign and local stu- 
dents in the Netherlands. 
This housing problem is so big that 
some Dutch universities advised 
students who did not find a place 
yet, to postpone their travel to the 
Netherlands this year. According to 
the Prime Minister, this year, about 
40 Aruba students had no perma- 
nent place to stay before traveling 
to the Netherlands but have found 
temporary housing as of Septem- 
ber 1, 2022. 


These students stay with family 
members, friends, or in student ho- 
tels temporarily. There are student 
hotels in various cities, but they are 
more expensive. Some students 


find a place but decline because 
the room is too small or because 
they want something more com- 
fortable. Therefore they need to 
start looking for housing all over 
again. It is important to state that 
no student was left homeless. 


Some students opted to travel to 
the Netherlands without having a 
permanent place to stay but did 
not want to miss this scholar year. 
It is essential to have an address in 
the Netherlands to register in the 
civil registry since the Netherlands 
has strict rules. ‘As long as you do 
not have a home address to reg- 
ister, you will not be able to open 
a bank account and can not sign 
any agreement for internet or cell- 
phone service, etc. 


The role of Arubahuis with regards 
to housing 
The Ministry of Education and the 
Arubahuis will prepare students bet- 
ter for the housing issue next year. 
In some cities in the Netherlands, 
students can apply for housing at 


least 1 year ahead of the scholar 
year. It will increase their chance 
of getting an apartment or room in 
time. The Arubahuis is currently not 
attending with housing for students 
but will include housing information 
on their website and provide guid- 
ance for upcoming students. 


The government of Aruba is reor- 
ganizing the Arubahuis, and with 
this reorganization, they want to 
change the role of the Arubahuis 
to meet citizens' demands. It in- 
cludes a better transition for Aruba 
students arriving in the Netherlands 
for their higher education. The 
Government is also working with 
the State Secretary of the Nether- 


lands, Alexandra van Huffelen to 
grant Aruba students their citizen 
service number (BSN) before they 
arrive in the Netherlands. Having 
a BSN number in advance allows 
the students to make the required 
arrangements in time, including 
housing since it can take between 
3 to 4 weeks. 


However, it depends on the Dutch 
government, since giving a BSN 
number in advance is quite signifi- 
cant. The Prime Minister of Aruba 
mentioned that they are discuss- 
ing this with the Dutch leaders and 
hope to achieve this eventually. 


The current housing situation in the 
Netherlands requires a more active 
role of the Arubahuis to assist Aru- 
ban students, but this can change 
in the upcoming years. The Aruba- 
huis can adjust its task according 
to the situation. For now, it requires 
a more active role, and the Aruba- 
huis are addressing this issue to ac- 
commodate the demand.q 
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Arubans native grounding 
Episode CLXVII- 167 


Etnia Nativa through Island Insight facilitates cultural 
awareness, education and safeguards Aruba’s heri- 
tage by elevating each reader into an island keeper 
state of mind. Be encouraged to discover in every epi- 
sode the true native effect, live it, discover more rea- 
sons to love Aruba behind our beaches and liven up 
your stay in an incredibly wonderful way. 
In this episode we want to highlight the importance of 
walking barefoot on grass, sand, dirt, stones, etc. and 
let these elements “massage” your feet, since walking 
barefoot will give you multiple benefits: it activates your 
circulatory system, improves your nervous system and 
at the same time, if you walk barefoot on the beach, 
the salt and sand will act as natural exfoliants . When 
the waves break on our feet and legs, it will also help 
us a lot to tone our muscles. 


Actually in certain places the custom of walking and 
exercising barefoot remains. Walking barefoot is 
called Grounding or Earthing which means “to make 
land”. Various scientific investigations have revealed 
a surprisingly positive factor of nature and that is that 
walking barefoot –whether on grass, sand, earth, 
stones, etc. is especially beneficial not only promotes 
a better perception of the space in which you are but 
definitely “restores your natural’ walking pattern, also 
known as our gait.” 
In addition to improving control of the position of your 
foot when it hits the ground, it also improves balance, 
proprioception and body awareness, which can even 
help relieve certain joint pain. 


Orthopedically walking barefoot leads to better foot 
mechanics, which leads to better movement of the 
hips and knees in addition to maintaining adequate 


strength and stability within the muscles. 
But if you decide to start walking or ex- 
ercising barefoot, you need to consider 
the surface you’re walking on. 


So we suggest you enjoy earthing dur- 
ing your vacation and connect your 
body to the special energies of our is- 
land. Each person is able to tune in with 
the energies of the Earth, animals, plants 
and the sea. 
In addition, we all have the ability to 


transmute the energies that surround 
us and in one way or another we also 
have the ability to transmit them. There 
is something soothing about the sound 
of the sea, the sound of waves gently 
lapping on the beach, the smell of salt 
water, and the sensation of stepping 
on warm sand. It is an environment that 
can have a profound impact on our 
brain and mental health, as it immedi- 
ately puts us at ease. 


Additionally, the sound of waves can 
help us achieve a meditative state, 
which has been shown to “heal” and 
strengthen us. Numerous studies help us 
appreciate why the beach can be the 
number one destination to relax and re- 
charge our minds and transmit our best 
energies to others! 
If you love Aruba interested in its origins 
and its cultural heritage, we invite you 
to be part of an exclusive visit at Etnia 
Nativa, an off the tourist grid, private 
residential houses sharing collections of 
native art, archaeological artifacts and 
historic furniture, while the facility itself is 
the result of the transforming and recy- 
cling of materials. 


Meet Anthony Croes, our columnist at 
his museum/ home. The only and au- 
thentic native Aruban cultural encoun- 
ter! Live the experience. Whatsapp + 
297 592 2702- or mail: etnianativa03@ 
gmail.comq 
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Minister of Justice announces Afl. 600,000 project for homeless 
addicts 


ORANJESTAD – During a recent 
press conference, minister of Jus- 
tice and Social Affairs, Mr. Rocco 
Tjon announced that the Council 
of Ministers approved a sum of Afl. 
600,000 to start with a project dedi- 
cated specially to dealing with the 
problem of homeless addicts in 
Aruba. 


“I am standing here today with a 
lot of satisfaction to announce that 
last Friday, the Council of Ministers 
approved Afl. 600,000 to deal with 
this problem”, Tjon said. He ex- 
plained that these funds will be al- 
located to Stichting FMAA, which 
in the future will be Stichting Hunto 
(‘Together Foundation’), together 
with SPD (Department of Social 
Psychiatry) to execute this project 
in a responsible and integral man- 
ner to deal with the problem of ad- 
dicts on the streets. 


Before giving any details, the min- 
ister thanked all professionals pres- 
ent at the press conference and 
also the steering group GGZ. Stud- 
ies in the past have noted that 
there is a need to close the gap 
between mental health aspects 
and addiction aspects. 
Tjon commented that he has spo- 
ken to professionals on the field, 
and more and more they speak of 
a double diagnosis, which means 
that the clients don’t have chal- 
lenges on one aspect only, be- 
ing addiction, but they also have 
challenges on the mental health 
aspect. This is why all these projects 
are born from the steering group 
GGZ. 


Tjon indicated that seeing the mul- 
tianual plan of the Ministry of Jus- 
tice and Social Affairs, this project, 
‘meddling’, deals also with home- 
less addicts in a proactive man- 
ner on the street, it is part of it and 
this was already announced back 
in 2021 during the debate for the 
2022 budget. 
“What’s good about this project is 
that this aspect will be dealt in a 
durable manner. There are funds 
set aside that were already ap- 
proved for 2022.” He continued ex- 
plaining that on the 1st of Septem- 
ber, the team of professionals will 
have to being their work. But at the 
same time, there is also approval 
for funds to continue in 2023, with a 
plan for 2024 where Stichting Hunto 
will make a request based on their 
regular subsidy to continue work in 
this area. 
These funds mean that five more 


professionals can come on board 
to work on this project full-time. This 
means that in a proactive manner 
they will approach the homeless 
addicts and make sure to place 
them in one of the centers. 


Regarding the centers, Tjon ex- 
plained that in the beginning this 
will be the centre at Meiveld, but in 
the context of this project, an extra 
sum of Afl. 100,000 to refurbish four 
rooms in Centro Colorado, four 
rooms which mean 16 to 24 beds 
where the addicts can receive the 
help they need. 


Tjon commented that obviously 
there are other aspects that need 
to be taken into consideration. 
When a person is taken from the 
streets, they must receive the care 
that they need, which also includes 
aspects like food and hygiene 
products that they might need. 
“In the context of this project we 
took into consideration all the funds 
I have mentioned in order to take 
a durable and structural approach 
to this problem”, he highlighted. 


Tjon explained that this is one 
part of it. There is a long term vi- 
sion, which is an aspect that was 


reached by steering group GGZ 
together with Panamerican Health 
Organization (PAHO), but there 
is also a short-term vision and the 
abovementioned projects were 
born from these plans. 


Tjon commented also that today 
a project will launch for the infra- 
structure of Stichting Hunto, where 
SPD together with FMAA (Founda- 
tion for the Management of Addic- 
tion) will be housed in one building, 
so that the processes are better 
aligned and they can provide 
better care to all those in need; 
not only adults, but also children 
and young persons. Soon, other 
projects will be announced. Tjon 
commented that FADA (Founda- 
tion Anti-Drug Aruba) has some 
projects that they will announce 
shortly, as well as another project 
by SPD. And on the side of educa- 
tion, there are also some initiatives 
starting. 


“Afl. 600,000 was earmarked to 
deal with homeless addicts, par- 
ticularly in the city centre. This will 
obviously increase security, will re- 
duce nuisance for all those visiting 
our centre, and will create a more 
beautiful city”, Tjon emphasized. 


Regarding the current legislation 
which does not force any addict 
to register or seek help, but rather 
keeps it voluntary, Tjon indicat- 
ed that the laws are staying the 
same. He said that the long term 
strategic plan has various groups 
working, and one of them is work- 
ing specifically on legislation. The 
minister highlighted that legislative 
processes take a long time, but at- 
tention is also being given to them. 


He added that during various con- 
versations with all professionals on 
the field, the aspect of ‘meddling’ 
is a proven concept. Even though 
receiving help is voluntary, the pro- 
fessionals in charge of providing 
help will receive specialized train- 
ing on how to approach the sub- 
jects and execute the project. 
“A proven concept in the Neth- 
erlands, a proven concept also in 
Bonaire where the results of scien- 
tific investigations show that when 
you as a professional manage to 
convince the person needing help 
based on the tools you received 
during training, the probability that 
the person will succeed with their 
rehabilitation is also greater”, the 
minister finalized. 
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By SARA RATHNER of Nerd- 
Wallet 
We all saw it at grocery 
stores in 2020. The shelves, 
once brimming with toi- 
let paper and hand soap, 
were bare. We hid in our 
homes, 
deep-cleaning 
every surface, occasion- 
ally braving the threat of 
COVID-19 to hunt down 
the last remaining bottle of 
hand sanitizer in a 50-mile 
radius. We felt out of con- 
trol, so we controlled what 
we could: the contents of 
our kitchens and bathroom 
cabinets. 
Today, this fear of scarcity 
plays out differently, due 
to rising prices, a volatile 
stock market and whispers 
of a looming recession. 
We’ve simply rolled one 
set of worries into another, 
continuing to assume all 
our resources are scarce, 
whether that’s true for us 
or not. If the current situa- 
tion has you avoiding any 
long-term planning or fear- 
ing spending any money, 
even on things you need, 
you’re 
experiencing 
a 
scarcity mindset. This basi- 
cally means you view your 
resources like money, food 
and employment opportu- 
nities as limited. And when 
you’re concerned about 
access to these things, it’s 
natural to want to grab 
onto whatever you can. 
At times, this impulse is use- 
ful. “It helped humans sur- 
vive back in the day when 
we faced existential threats 
from nature,” says Court- 
ney Cardin, co-founder of 
Aura Finance, a financial 
wellness and investment 
platform that’s currently in 


the private testing phase. 
“Everyone who’s here had 
an ancestor who benefited 
from a scarcity mindset.” 
But when a scarcity mind- 
set isn’t rooted in a real 
need to avoid hungry li- 
ons or preserve a season’s 
worth of food without refrig- 
eration, it can work against 
you, persuading you to 
make 
financial 
choices 
that aren’t actually in your 
best interest. 
THE EMOTIONAL AND FI- 
NANCIAL EFFECTS OF A 
SCARCITY MINDSET 
Factors beyond your con- 
trol, like inflation or supply 
chain shortages, can limit 
your access to the things 
you need and make it 
harder to achieve your fi- 
nancial goals. “You can 
imagine it’s not a very 
pleasant place to be, to 
be kind of on guard, think- 
ing that you’ve got to keep 
everything that you have, 
that you’re going to lose it 
in some way,” says Susan 
Greenhalgh, an accred- 
ited 
financial 
counselor 
and founder of Mind Your 
Money LLC in Providence, 
Rhode Island. “That’s kind 
of a vigilant standpoint, 
and that’s a very difficult 
standpoint to enjoy life 
from.” The ongoing stress 
can cause you to hold onto 
cash in a savings account 
because you’re afraid to 
invest, potentially limiting 
your ability to grow your 
net worth over time. Or you 
could take the opposite 
approach, spending mon- 
ey like there’s no tomorrow 
because you worry items 
you need will disappear 
from stores. When you’re 


anxious about the short 
term, it’s hard to plan a 
few years or even months 
ahead. 
You may even make inef- 
fective or risky moves to try 
to lock in some wins. “Every 
product you see out there 
is a potential solution for 
you,” says George Blount, 
founder of nBalance Finan- 
cial, a financial therapy 
and wellness practice in 
Boston. “The lottery’s going 
to look a lot better. Crypto- 
currency is going to look a 
lot better.” But cryptocur- 
rency may or may not be 
a good fit for your overall 
financial picture, and only 
one lucky person won that 
billion-dollar payout. Unless 
you’re reading this from a 
lounge chair on your new 
superyacht, 
it 
probably 
wasn’t you. 
HOW TO PUT YOUR FEAR TO 
WORK 
Though anxiety feels aw- 
ful, it can be a productive 
emotion that spurs you into 
action. Reading through 
some recent bank and 
credit card statements, for 
example, can give you a 
better sense of where your 
money goes each month 
and where you might be 
able to cut back on spend- 
ing. Setting up automatic 
money transfers into an 
emergency 
savings 
ac- 
count can help you feel 
more confident that you’ll 
be able to handle an un- 
expected expense. Or per- 
haps you update your re- 
sume because you’re wor- 
ried about layoffs at your 
company. Whether or not 
that ends up happening, 
you’ll be prepared to job 
hunt at a moment’s notice. 
What’s not productive is 
obsessively tracking stock 
prices, falling for get-rich- 
quick schemes or constant- 
ly monitoring the news. 
There’s a lot of yelling, of- 
ten by people who don’t 
totally understand what’s 
going on but have opin- 
ions 
about 
it 
anyway. 
Give yourself the time and 
space to determine what 
you truly need and value, 
so you can set appropriate 
money goals and make a 
plan if things don’t go the 
way you hope they will.q 


U.S. $100 bills are seen, Thursday, July 14, 2022, in Marple Town- 
ship, Pa. 
Associated Press 


Millennial Money: A scarcity money 
mindset can cost you 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 
seroe Preto tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


BEST DEALS RENT A CAR 
for 2 day pay only 1 day 
huge descount on utV’s jetsky, 
parasailing, sunset cruise, 
snorkeling, safari tours, bus 
tours and more. 
562 1024 / 563 0932 


_________________________________215675 


For Sale Eagle Aruba Resorts 
& Casino 
wk 32, 2bedr. sleeps 6, 
overlooking pool 


FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Refurbished townhouse, 
For Sale wk 32, 2bedr. 2bathr. 
sleeps 6, large, 2 balc. 2 pools 
great beach, sunset, 3 restaur. 
castem1@aol.com 
Call usa 516-238-2232 usa 


_________________________________215577 


By GLENN GAMBOA 
AP Business Writer 
Billionaire 
philanthropist 
MacKenzie Scott donat- 
ed $38.8 million to Junior 
Achievement USA and 26 
local operations — the larg- 
est single gift in its 103-year 
history the national educa- 
tion nonprofit announced 
Tuesday. 
Like all of Scott’s nearly 
$12 billion in donations 
since 2019, her gift to Ju- 
nior Achievement USA is 
unrestricted, meaning the 
Colorado-based nonprofit, 
which prepares students 
for adulthood by teach- 
ing them financial literacy, 
career skills and business 
ownership training, can use 
the funds for any project it 
wants. Jack E. Kosakowski, 
Junior Achievement USA’s 
president and CEO, said 
the gift was “a huge, pleas- 
ant surprise” and raised 
morale throughout the or- 
ganization. Junior Achieve- 
ment USA will receive $10 
million, while 26 local Junior 
Achievement 
operations 
will split $28.8 million based 
on the evaluation of Scott 
and her team. 
It is not clear whether the 
gift to Junior Achievement 
marks a new run of dona- 
tions from Scott and her 
husband, Dan Jewett. The 
author and philanthropist 
does not comment on 
her donations beyond her 
Medium blog, which has 
not been updated since 
March. Her gifts are only 


announced if and when 
the groups receiving them 
confirm the donations. 
Kosakowski said he is thrilled 
by Scott’s unrestricted gift 
because it can be used 
to modernize the group’s 
technology infrastructure, 
a need that is rarely high 
on most donors’ priority lists. 
The $10 million will also help 
expand the nonprofit’s dig- 
ital educational offerings 
and add volunteers in cur- 
rently underserved areas. 
“We support all 102 of our 
local offices across the 
country, so this is going to 
really help us streamline our 
operations,” 
Kosakowski 
told The Associated Press. 
“Ultimately, as we get more 
efficient, it’s gonna allow us 


to use more of our tradition- 
al donor dollars for directly 
serving the young people 
that we work with.” 
Scott, currently worth about 
$42 billion according to 
Forbes, has signed the Giv- 
ing Pledge, a promise from 
many billionaires to donate 
more than half their wealth. 
As part of her 2019 divorce 
from Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos, who was then the 
richest person in the world, 
Scott received 4% of Ama- 
zon’s shares. 
Since then, she has worked 
diligently to make unre- 
stricted donations quickly. 
Initially, Scott focused on 
funding that would gener- 
ate more racial and gen- 
der equity, with substantial 


donations 
to 
numerous 
HBCUs and groups like the 
Planned Parenthood Fed- 
eration of America, which 
received $275 million from 
her in March.q 


In this photo provided by Junior Achievement USA, volunteer Cammy Elquist LoRé teaches 
a Colorado Springs, Colo., high school class program that helps prepare them for handling 
finances in the adult world, on March 23, 2018. 
Associated Press 


MacKenzie Scott gives $39 million to Junior 
Achievement USA 
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By HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu has a 
memoir coming out this fall. 
“Bibi: My Story” will be pub- 
lished Nov. 22, three weeks 
after parliamentary elec- 
tions are to be held in Israel. 
“Born a year after the 
founding of the Jewish 
state, I have dedicated my 
life to combat the forces 
that seek its destruction 
and make peace with 
those that do not,” Netan- 
yahu, 72, said in a state- 
ment released Tuesday by 
Threshold Editions, a divi- 
sion of Simon & Schuster 
that publishes conservative 
books. 
“My story is one of tragedy 
and triumph, setbacks and 
successes, lessons learned 
and loved ones cherished. 
It is woven with that of Is- 
rael, which has proven that 
faith and resolve can over- 
come insurmountable odds 
to forge a brilliant future.” 
Other 
Threshold 
authors 
have included former Vice 
President Dick Cheney and 
former President Donald 
Trump, a close ally of Ne- 
tanyahu’s while he was in 
the White House. Netan- 
yahu has previously written 
“A Durable Peace” and 


“Fighting Terrorism,” among 
other books. 
Before being ousted in 
elections in 2021, Netanya- 
hu was Israel’s longest-serv- 
ing leader — and its most 
polarizing, supported and 
condemned for his hard- 
line stance against the Pal- 
estinians. He now stands 
at the center of Israel’s 
protracted political crisis, 
where a cluster of parties 
has refused to sit with him in 
government because he is 
on trial for corruption: Israel 
has held five elections in 
less than four years. 
Netanyahu’s 12-year ten- 
ure included heightened 
settlement building in the 
occupied West Bank and 
the presiding over three 
wars against the Hamas 
militant group ruling Gaza. 
He was also a leading op- 
ponent of the 2015 nuclear 
accord between Iran and 
several world powers, in- 
cluding the United States. 
Iran resumed some of its nu- 
clear activities after Trump 
withdrew from the agree- 
ment in 2018. 
Netanyahu is the son of a 
prominent Zionist and edu- 
cator, Benzion Netanyahu, 
and brother of Jonathan 
Netanyahu, who was killed 
while leading the famed 
1976 rescue of hostages 


on a hijacked plane in En- 
tebbe, Uganda. A longtime 
leader of the nationalist Li- 
kud party, Benjamin Netan- 
yahu also served as prime 
minister from 1996-1999. 
According 
to 
Threshold, 
“Bibi” will range from Ne- 
tanyahu’s early years to 
“his singular perspective on 
the geopolitics of the Mid- 
dle East” and “his nego- 
tiations with Presidents Clin- 
ton, Obama, and Trump 
to secure the future of his 
country.” 
Known as a political wiz- 
ard able to outmaneuver 
his opponents, Netanyahu 
has vowed to regain his old 
job. But he currently faces 
charges in three separate 
cases, 
including 
allega- 
tions that while in office, 
he accepted gifts worth 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars from Hollywood film 
producer Arnon Milchan 
and Australian billionaire 
James Packer. He is also 
accused of trying to or- 
chestrate positive cover- 
age in a major Israeli paper 
in exchange for promoting 
legislation that would have 
hampered the news out- 
let’s chief rival, a free pro- 
Netanyahu daily. 
Netanyahu has denied any 
wrongdoing.q 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nearly 
50 years after Sacheen 
Littlefeather stood on the 
Academy Awards stage on 
behalf of Marlon Brando to 
speak about the depiction 
of Native Americans in Hol- 
lywood films, the Academy 
of Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences apologized to her 
for the abuse she endured. 
The Academy Museum of 
Motion Pictures on Mon- 
day said that it will host 
Littlefeather, now 75, for an 
evening of “conversation, 
healing and celebration” 
on Sept. 17. 
When Brando won best 
actor for “The Godfather,” 
Littlefeather, wearing buck- 
skin dress and moccasins, 
took the stage, becoming 
the first Native American 
woman ever to do so at 


the Academy Awards. In a 
60-second speech, she ex- 
plained that Brando could 


not accept the award due 
to “the treatment of Ameri- 
can Indians today by the 
film industry.” Some in the 
audience booed her. John 
Wayne, who was back- 
stage at the time, was re- 
portedly furious. The 1973 
Oscars were held during t 
he American Indian Move- 
ment’s two-month occu- 
pation of Wounded Knee in 
South Dakota. In the years 
since, Littlefeather has said 
she’s been mocked, dis- 
criminated 
against 
and 
personally 
attacked 
for 
her brief Academy Awards 
appearance. 
In 
making 
the announcement, the 
Academy Museum shared 
a letter sent June 18 to Lit- 
tlefeather by David Rubin, 
academy president, about 
the iconic Oscar moment. 
Rubin called Littlefeather’s 
speech “a powerful state- 


ment that continues to re- 
mind us of the necessity 
of respect and the impor- 
tance of human dignity.” 
“The abuse you endured 
because of this statement 
was unwarranted and un- 
justified,” wrote Rubin. “The 
emotional 
burden 
you 
have lived through and 
the cost to your own ca- 
reer in our industry are ir- 
reparable. For too long the 
courage you showed has 
been 
unacknowledged. 
For this, we offer both our 
deepest apologies and our 
sincere admiration.” Little- 
feather, in a statement, 
said it is “profoundly heart- 
ening to see how much has 
changed since I did not ac- 
cept the Academy Award 
50 years ago.” “Regarding 
the Academy’s apology 
to me, we Indians are very 
patient people — it’s only 


been 50 years!” said Little- 
feather. “We need to keep 
our sense of humor about 
this at all times. It’s our 
method of survival.” 
At the Academy Museum 
event in Los Angeles, Little- 
feather will sit for a conver- 
sation with producer Bird 
Runningwater, co-chair of 
the academy’s Indigenous 
Alliance. In a podcast earli- 
er this year with Jacqueline 
Stewart, a film scholar and 
director of the Academy 
Museum, Littlefeather re- 
flected on what compelled 
her to speak out in 1973. 
“I felt that there should be 
Native people, Black peo- 
ple, Asian people, Chicano 
people I felt there should 
be an inclusion of every- 
one,” said Littlefeather. “A 
rainbow of people that 
should be involved in cre- 
ating their own image.”q 


Sacheen Littlefeather appears 
at the Academy Awards cer- 
emony to announce that Mar- 
lon Brando was declining his 
Oscar as best actor for his role 
in “The Godfather,” on March 
27, 1973. 
Associated Press 


Film academy apologizes to Littlefeather for 1973 Oscars 


This book cover image released by Gallery Books shows “Bibi: 
My Story” by Benjamin Netanyahu. This book cover image 
released by Gallery Books shows “Bibi: My Story” by Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 
Associated Press 


Former Israeli PM Netanyahu has memoir coming in November 
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San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. looks out from the dugout 
prior to the team's baseball game against the Philadelphia Phil- 
lies on June 25, 2022, in San Diego. 
Associated Press 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 
San Diego Padres have 
replaced a planned Fer- 
nando Tatis Jr. bobble- 
head night with a Juan 
Soto T-shirt giveaway after 
the superstar shortstop was 
banned 80 games Friday 
following a positive test for 
a performance-enhancing 
drug. 
Tatis, a 23-year-old sensa- 
tion and one of the bright- 
est stars in all of Major 
League Baseball, was on 
the cusp of returning to the 
Padres from a broken wrist 
that had sidelined him all 
season. He was on track to 
rejoin the team well before 


the Sept. 7 bobblehead 
night — until the positive 
test. 
Instead, the Padres will of- 
fer fans shirts in the club's 
City Connect color scheme 
with Soto's name and No. 
22 on the back before 
they play the Arizona Dia- 
mondbacks. The team an- 
nounced the change Tues- 
day. 
Soto, also 23 and one of 
baseball's most well-known 
young faces, was acquired 
from the Washington Na- 
tionals in a blockbuster 
deadline deal Aug. 2. 
The Padres' City Connect 
jerseys, which they wear for 


Friday night home games, 
feature vivid colors that 
celebrate the cross-border 
culture of San Diego and 
Tijuana. MLB said Tatis test- 
ed positive for Clostebol, 
an anabolic steroid. Tatis 
said he accidentally took 
a medication to treat ring- 
worm that contained the 
banned substance. Several 
teammates were critical 
of Tatis following Friday's 
announcement, 
includ- 
ing pitcher Mike Clevinger, 
who talked about being 
"disappointed" in Tatis and 
hoping the shortstop realiz- 
es "it's about more than just 
him right now."q 


Padres switch Tatis bobblehead giveaway to Soto shirt night 


Breanna Stewart earns AP WNBA Player of the Year honors 


Seattle Storm forward Breanna Stewart brings the ball up against the Minnesota Lynx during the 
first half of a WNBA basketball game Wednesday, Aug. 3, 2022, in Seattle 
Associated Press 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
Breanna Stewart is always 
looking for ways to improve 
her game. This season, her 
efforts culminated in more 
career milestones. 
The Seattle Storm forward 
led the WNBA in scoring for 
the first time in her career, 
averaging 21.8 points, and 
Tuesday she became the 
first player to repeat as The 
Associated 
Press 
WNBA 
Player of the Year. 
Stewart received six votes 
for AP Player of the Year 
by the 10-member media 
panel narrowly edging A'ja 
Wilson, who received the 
other four votes. Stewart is 
the first two-time winner of 
the award since the AP vot- 
ing began in 2016. 
"It's an honor to be rec- 
ognized as the best in the 
league," said Stewart, who 
also was the 2018 player of 
the year. "Since I started in 
the WNBA in 2016, just try- 
ing to get better. Elevate 
myself and the team, the 
league as a whole. A big 
honor, but we're motivated 
by more and that's trying to 
win a championship." 
Stewart's 
fourth-seeded 
Seattle Storm begin their 
playoff run on Thursday in a 
best-of-three series against 
Washington. 
The WNBA will announce 
its league awards over the 
course of the postseason, 
which begins Wednesday. 
Wilson was selected as the 
AP's Defensive Player of the 
Year, edging Alyssa Thomas 


and Natasha Cloud. Wilson 
anchored the Aces' de- 
fense, averaging 1.9 blocks 
and 1.4 steals a game. 
Her Aces' teammate Jack- 
ie Young was chosen the 
most improved player. 
Tanisha 
Wright 
became 
the first former WNBA play- 
er to win the AP Coach of 
the Year award. She was 
one of six former players to 
be head coaches in the 
league this season — five 
led their teams to the play- 
offs. 
"It's good practice to have 
former 
players 
on 
the 
bench whether they are 
head coaches or assis- 
tant coaches," Wright said. 


"We've come up through 
the fire and put our stamp 
on the WNBA. I'm proud 
to be part of that group of 
players that have played in 
this league and impacted 
it in a different way now." 
Other AP winners included: 
— Sixth Woman of the 
Year. Brionna Jones was a 
unanimous choice a year 
after winning the AP's Most 
Improved Player. She av- 
eraged 13.8 points, 5.1 re- 
bounds and 1.2 steals for 
Connecticut. 
— Comeback Player of the 
Year. Alyssa Thomas earned 
the award after missing all 
but two games during the 
regular season last year be- 


cause of an Achilles injury 
that she suffered in January 
2021. Thomas averaged 
13.4 points, 8.2 rebounds 
and 6.1 assists. 
— Rookie of the Year. Rhyne 
Howard was the No. 1 pick 
of the Atlanta Dream and 
a near unanimous choice 
the award. Howard aver- 
aged 16.2 points and 4.6 
rebounds this season, help- 
ing Atlanta win six more 
games than last season. 
"Rhy put us on her back 
and made a statement for 
herself and the organiza- 
tion and franchise," Wright 
said. "Carry that load and 
do it with the grace and 
poise she did it with, I'm su- 


per proud of her and her 
accomplishments." 
— All Rookie Team. Howard 
was joined on the AP all- 
rookie team by Shakira Aus- 
tin of Washington, Rebekah 
Gardner of Chicago, Na- 
Lyssa Smith of Indiana and 
Sam Thomas of Phoenix. 
— All-WNBA Teams. Stew- 
art and Wilson were unani- 
mous first-team selections. 
Joining them on the first- 
team are Candace Parker, 
Chicago; Kelsey Plum, Las 
Vegas; and Sabrina Io- 
nescu, New York. The sec- 
ond team: Jonquel Jones, 
Connecticut; Nneka Og- 
wumike, Los Angeles; Alys- 
sa Thomas, Connecticut; 
Courtney Vandersloot, Chi- 
cago; and Skylar Diggins- 
Smith, Phoenix. 
POWER RANKINGS: 
Las Vegas finished the year 
atop the power poll. Chi- 
cago, 
Connecticut 
and 
Seattle followed the Aces. 
Washington was fifth with 
Dallas, New York and Phoe- 
nix rounding out the top 
eight. Minnesota, Atlanta, 
Los Angeles and Indiana 
finished off the poll. 
PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
Wilson of Las Vegas earned 
the final AP Player of the 
Week honors after averag- 
ing 20.3 points, 10 rebounds 
and 3.3 assists to help the 
Aces go 3-0 and clinch the 
top seed in the playoffs. 
Other 
players 
receiving 
votes included Ionescu of 
New York, Stewart of Se- 
attle and Chelsea Gray of 
the Aces.q 


sports 
Wednesday 17 august 2022 
A16 


AP sources: Tiger to meet with top players against LIV Golf 


Tiger Woods of the US on the 11th hole during the first round of the British Open golf championship 
on the Old Course at St. Andrews, Scotland, Thursday July 14, 2022. 
Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — 
The PGA Tour is in Delaware 
for the first time and the 
buzz still surrounded Tiger 
Woods, even if he didn't 
have clubs and might not 
be seen. 
Woods was scheduled to 
come to Wilmington Coun- 
try Club on Tuesday for 
a private meeting of top 
players to discuss the threat 
of Saudi-funded LIV Golf, 
according to two people 
aware of the plans at the 
BMW Championship. 
They spoke to The Associ- 
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity because of the 
privacy of the meeting. 
One person invited to the 
meeting said it was to get 
on the same page against 
LIV Golf, along with taking 
more ownership in the di- 
rection of the PGA Tour. 
The meeting led to a pre- 
viously scheduled Players 
Advisory Council meeting 
being moved up Tuesday 
afternoon to leave time for 
the private meeting. 
"There is a player meeting, 
but that's all I can tell you 
about that," Jon Rahm said. 
It was not clear if PGA Tour 
Commissioner Jay Monah- 
an would be involved. He 
met with the players infor- 


mally last week following a 
hearing in which a federal 
judge denied a request by 
three LIV Golf players seek- 
ing to play in the PGA Tour 
postseason. 
Monahan also met with the 
players a week after the 
U.S. Open to details plans 
for big increases in prize 
money on the PGA Tour, 
qualifying changes and a 
new schedule that will re- 
turn to a January start to 
the season in 2024. 


"I'm not sure what, if any- 
thing, will change, what 
will be the result of it," Pat- 
rick Cantlay said. "I think it's 
good that a lot of the play- 
ers are getting together 
to discuss the situation out 
here, especially given the 
current circumstances." 
Woods has been a strong 
opponent of LIV Golf. The 
rival league's leader, Greg 
Norman, confirmed in an 
interview with Fox News last 
month that Woods was of- 


fered in the range of $700 
to $800 million to take part. 
Norman said that was be- 
fore he was hired to run LIV 
Golf. 
Norman and Woods have 
never been close, going 
back to when Woods ar- 
rived on the PGA Tour and 
instantly became the big- 
gest star golf had seen in 
generations. 
Woods 
was 
particularly 
forceful at the British Open 
last month when he said 


of Norman not being in- 
vited to festivities around 
the 150th Open, "Greg has 
done some things that I 
don't think is in the best in- 
terest of our game." 
He said he disagreed with 
players getting enormous 
signing bonuses to defect 
to LIV Golf, saying they 
have turned their backs on 
the tour that made them 
famous. 
The PGA Tour has reacted 
to the depth of Saudi fund- 
ing with a $50 million bonus 
pool called the Player Im- 
pact Program that pays 10 
leading players based on 
how much attention they 
get. Some players, such as 
Cantlay, the defending Fe- 
dEx Cup champion, don't 
like the program. 
Also in the works is a series 
of overseas tournaments at 
the end of the year that will 
reward the top performers. 
The tour hasn't announced 
set details or a sponsor. 
LIV Golf has played three 
events offering $25 mil- 
lion apiece in prize money 
to a group of players that 
include 
Dustin 
Johnson, 
Brooks Koepka, Phil Mickel- 
son and Bryson DeCham- 
beau. It resumes its eight- 
tournament schedule after 
the FedEx Cup ends next 
week.q 


Mary Peltola leaves a voting booth while early voting, Aug. 12, 
2022, in Anchorage, Alaska. Peltola, a Democrat, faces Re- 
publicans, Nick Begich and Sarah Palin, in a special election 
Tuesday, Aug 16, 2022, to fill the remainder of the U.S. House 
term left vacant by Don Young's death in March. Peltola is also 
a candidate in Tuesday's U.S. House primary, seeking a full two- 
year term. 
Associated Press 


NBA schedule won't have games on 
Election Day this year 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
The NBA will be off on Elec- 
tion Day. 
The league's schedule for 
the coming season will 
have all 30 teams playing 
on Nov. 7, the night before 
the midterm elections. The 
NBA is hoping teams use 
that night as an opportuni- 
ty to encourage fans to get 
out and vote, plus amplify 
the need for civic engage- 


ment. 
But on Nov. 8, which is Elec- 
tion Day, no NBA teams 
have games scheduled. 
Teams are being encour- 
aged to share election in- 
formation — such as reg- 
istration deadlines — with 
their fan bases in the weeks 
leading up to Nov. 8. 
"The scheduling decision 
came out of the NBA fam- 
ily's focus on promoting 
nonpartisan civic engage- 


ment 
and 
encouraging 
fans to make a plan to vote 
during midterm elections," 
the league said Tuesday. 
All 435 U.S. House seats will 
be up for grabs on Nov. 8, 
along with more than 30 
U.S. Senate seats and gu- 
bernatorial races. 
Many 
players, 
including 
LeBron James, were in- 
volved in voting registration 
drives and other get-out- 
the-vote initiatives. q 


